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Cats or Dogs? 
By Elyse S 
One of the most common, classic debates is this: cats or dogs? I had 16 people take a survey, and 
75% of the people chose dogs while 25% of the people chose cats. Cats are more intelligent and 
can run faster, but dogs have a better sense of smell and tend to have more loving personalities 
than cats. So, which is really the better animal?  
To determine the answer to this question, I’ve broken down the pros and cons of each pet and 
then wrote my overall summary.  
Cats: Cats were brought to America with the pilgrims as mousers. In rural farm towns, cats are 
still used to hunt and kill vermin. In America, there are 8 million more domestic cats than dogs. 
Physically, cats are most well-known for their keen sense of sight, hearing, and hunting skills, and 
for their small body size (with relatively large ears). Mentally, cats are known for having an 
I-don’t-care attitude, although most cats are in fact affectionate and like attention. Cats do not 
need very many vaccinations and they do not have very many costs other than annual vet visits, 
food, litter, and toys.  
Dogs: Dogs became “man’s best friends” as they slowly evolved from wolves into the breeds of 
dogs we know of today as they became domesticated. Physically, dogs are most well-known for 
their wolf-like bodies and the fact that they love playing outside with their owners. Mentally, dogs 
are known for being loyal and loving. Dogs have to get many shots a year, and they cost more per 
year than cats do. They also need extensive training, unlike cats.  
So what’s my final ruling? Although more people voted dogs versus cats, I believe, with evidence 
to support my opinion, that cats are better than dogs. They cost less, need less attention, and are 
great pets.  

But how do you feel? Do you think that cats or dogs are better? Hopefully, after you’ve 
read this article you think cats are better. Thanks for reading! 

 
 



Interview of Mrs. Saarva 
By Jessica E 
Mrs. Saarva is a sixth-grade math teacher at Shepard. Her students love her! I had the chance to 
interview her for this issue. 
 
Do you prefer eighth grade or sixth grade more? 
I like them both--I like 8th graders because the content is more challenging and I like teaching 
that. However, I like the sixth grade because all of the kids are very friendly.  
 
What can you tell sixth graders about MAP testing?  
It is a different test than the elementary school test. You just have to relax. The things that you 
learn in class will help you with it as well.  
 
If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be?  
I would probably be a golfer.  
 
Do you have any children?  
I have two children, a son in eighth grade and a daughter in fifth grade.  
 
Now, I asked one of her students, Lev Linderman, why he likes Mrs. Saarva. 
“She is a good teacher and she does not get frustrated easily,” he said. “I like her a lot as a 
teacher.” 

 
MAP Testing Is Over! 
By Brooke B 

MAP testing is finally over and its almost time for winter break! MAP testing was a little 
different this year though. Instead of getting their scores at the end of the test, all the students 
are waiting until after winter break to get their scores. I asked a few 6th graders if they liked 
waiting, or wanted to get their score back right away and here is what they said: 

“I find it more stressful to not receive our scores right away. However, I feel like it does 
have some positive effects, because I rush less at the end of the test, and in some ways, it 
prevents students from telling each other their scores,” says Jessica Ebroon.  

I personally like not seeing our scores at the end. I think it is a good idea because it is less 
stressful. Also, if you got a bad score you don’t know and it doesn't ruin your day.  

“I don’t like not getting our scores right after MAP testing because a lot of people wonder 
about it a lot and for some people, it can be stressful not knowing their scores, and that can 
distract them from other things throughout their day,” says Alena Brody-Goldberg.  

I did a survey on what people thought about it and here are the results: 



83% of people think yes, you should get your scores after MAP 
17% of people said no, you should not get your scores after MAP 
The reason why the teachers decided to do it this way was so kids wouldn’t share their 

scores at the end. They didn’t want people who got lower scores than their friends to feel bad. 
Also, they think if you get a bad score on MAP tests, many people will be really unhappy for the 
rest of the day.  

I feel that I took my time more at the end of the test and answered more carefully 
knowing that I wouldn’t be able to see my score at the end. Even though I think it made me work 
harder on the test, I really want to find out my score.  
Have a great winter break! 

 
 

 
 
Student Council Spirit Days 
By Maya C 
 



Have you guys participated in a Student Council Spirit Day? Superhero Day? Camouflage 
Day? Well, there have been some new additions. 

First, let me explain what the Student Council is. Student Council is a student-led program 
where students raise money in all different ways for the school. Some ways they raise money are 
bake sales, spirit days, and hot chocolate/donut sales.  

Some recent spirit days include Hawaiin Day, Hat Day, USA Day, and Cubs vs Sox Day. Some 
future spirit days include Grade Color Day, Shepard Spirit Day, Valentine’s Day, Illinois Day, Disney 
Day, and so many more! 

Have an amazing winter break! 
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As a staff, we hope you had a wonderful winter break! We all hope you had a great 
time on your two weeks off! Where did you go this winter break? Our staff mostly 

went somewhere warm or went to see family. Hope you had a great 2018! 
 
 


